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YOUNG OFFENDERS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (RESEARCH INFORMATION) BILL 2010 

Receipt and First Reading 
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Donna Faragher (Parliamentary Secretary) on 
behalf of the Parliamentary Secretary to the Attorney General, read a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [7.32 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This bill will amend the Children’s Court of Western Australia Act and the Young Offenders Act to allow 
identified Children’s Court data to be used for some research purposes. Both the Children’s Court of Western 
Australia Act and the Young Offenders Act contain a number of provisions that ensure the confidentiality of 
information relating to cases heard by the Children’s Court. 

In 2006, section 15A(7) of the Young Offenders Act was amended so that the minister could approve, from time 
to time, circumstances in which information relating to a young person may be disclosed under the act to a 
person in another commonwealth, state, territory or overseas government department or agency. As a result of 
this amendment, the Department of Corrective Services was able to provide information to the Telethon Institute 
for Child Health Research for its developmental pathways project. This Telethon research project started in 2003 
and is led by Professor Fiona Stanley. It is a landmark project taking a multidisciplinary and holistic approach to 
investigate pathways to health and wellbeing, education, and juvenile delinquency outcomes among Western 
Australian children and young people. The project is pioneering the process of linking the longitudinal 
population-based data collected and stored by the Telethon Institute and seven government instrumentalities, 
including the Department of Corrective Services and the Department of the Attorney General. The results of the 
Telethon project will have very important implications for the Western Australian community and for 
government policy. 

At present the project’s progress is hampered as the protective measures in the Children’s Court Act do not allow 
the provision of Children’s Court data by the Department of the Attorney General to third parties. The 
amendments contained in the bill before the house will amend sections 35 and 36 of the Children’s Court Act to 
allow for Children’s Court data to be used for some forms of research, and specifically for data matching to other 
records in the Telethon developmental pathways project. The government assures the house that the amendments 
will not compromise the confidentiality and privacy of juveniles in contact with the Children’s Court. Protecting 
confidentiality and privacy remains paramount in the amendments and is assured by the rigorous controls that 
are required before data can be released.  

The process requires that data is sent from each of the participating government instrumentalities to the data 
linkage branch in the Department of Health. The health department then undertakes the data matching and issues 
a linkage key specific to an identity back to each of the government bodies. The data linkage key replaces 
personal identifiers for future data downloads. The researcher then has access only to the linkage key to associate 
data from different sources. 

Protection of the identity of young people who appear before the Children’s Court will be ensured through the 
rigid application of these protocols, which will govern how identified data is dealt with and subsequently 
destroyed. These amendments will bring the Children’s Court Act into alignment with the existing similar 
provision in the Young Offenders Act relating to information sharing.  

I also draw the house’s attention to a minor amendment to the Young Offenders Act that is contained in the bill. 
This amendment simply expands the definition of “research” to include specific reference to the developmental 
pathways project conducted by the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research. This legislation will be 
important for the continuation of the Telethon project and the realisation of its aims, which will be of significant 
benefit to the Western Australian community and the formation of future government policies. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


